
Nohow On Company Ill Seen Ill Said
Worstward Ho Three Novels

Samuel Beckett and Pain

This book explores those who long for “bygone utopias,” times before rapid, culturally
destructive social change stripped individuals of their perceived agency. The case of the
wave of foreclosure protests that swept through the rural American Midwest during the
1930s illustrates these themes. These actions embodied a utopian understanding of
agrarian society that had largely disappeared by the late 19th century: hundreds to



thousands of people fixed public auctions of foreclosed farms, returning owners’ property
and giving them a second chance to save their farm. Comparisons to later movements,
including the National Farmers’ Organization and the protests surrounding the 1980s Farm
Crisis highlight the importance of culturally catastrophic social change occurring at a
breakneck pace in fomenting these types of bygone utopian actions. These activists and
movements should cause scholars to re-think what it means to be conservative and how
we view conservatism, helping us better understand why we’re seeing a contemporary
resurgence in nationalist and reactionary movements across the globe.

In Praise of Failure

Who are we with—and without—families? How do we relate as children to our parents, as
parents to our children? How are parent-child relationships—and familial relationships in
general—made and (not) maintained? Informed by narrative, performance studies,
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poststructuralism, critical theory, and queer theory, contributors to this collection use
autoethnography—a method that uses the personal to examine the cultural—to interrogate
these questions. The essays write about/around issues of interpersonal distance and
closeness, gratitude and disdain, courage and fear, doubt and certainty, openness and
secrecy, remembering and forgetting, accountability and forgiveness, life and death.
Throughout, family relationships are framed as relationships that inspire and inform, bind
and scar—relationships replete with presence and absence, love and loss. An essential
text for anyone interested in autoethnography, personal narrative, identity, relationships,
and family communication.

Encyclopedia of World Writers, 1800 to the Present

Modernist literature might well be accused of going to the dogs. From the strays wandering
the streets of Dublin in James Joyce’s Ulysses to the highbred canine subject of Virginia
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Woolf’s Flush, dogs populate a range of modernist texts. In many ways, the dog in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries became a potent symbol of the modern
condition—facing, like the human species, the problem of adapting to modernizing forces
that relentlessly outpaced it. Yet the dog in literary modernism does not function as a
stand-in for the human. In this book, Karalyn Kendall-Morwick examines the human-dog
relationship in modernist works by Virginia Woolf, Jack London, Albert Payson Terhune, J.
R. Ackerley, and Samuel Beckett, among others. Drawing from the evolutionary theories of
Charles Darwin and the scientific, literary, and philosophical work of Donna Haraway,
Temple Grandin, and Carrie Rohman, she makes a case for the dog as a coevolutionary
and coadapting partner of humans. As our coevolutionary partners, dogs destabilize the
human: not the autonomous, self-transparent subject of Western humanism, the human is
instead contingent, shaped by its material interactions with other species. By
demonstrating how modernist representations of dogs ultimately mongrelize the human,
this book reveals dogs’ status both as instigators of the crisis of the modern subject and as
partners uniquely positioned to help humans adapt to the turbulent forces of
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modernization. Accessibly written and convincingly argued, this study shows how dogs
challenge the autonomy of the human subject and the humanistic underpinnings of
traditional literary forms. It will find favor with students and scholars of modernist literature
and animal studies.

Ill Seen Ill Said

IN THE DIM VOID: SAMUEL BECKETT'S LATE TRILOGY: COMPANY, ILL SEEN ILL
SAID AND WORSTWARD HO by GREGORY JOHNS This book considers Samuel
Beckett's 1980-83 trilogy of short texts, Company, Ill Seen Ill Said and Wortstward Ho,
otherwise known as the Company or Nohow Trilogy, published not long before Beckett's
death in 1988. These are dense, complex, allusive, highly lyrical and emotional pieces
which contain many of Beckett's key philosophies and approaches to writing. Includes
photographs of Samuel Beckett and his plays, and a bibliography. ISBN 9781861715616.
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REVISED AND UPDATED. This new edition has been completely revised. Also available
in hardback. www.crmoon.com EXTRACT FROM CHAPTER ONE The emotional core of
Company is a nostalgic yearning, manifested in those vignettes or memories, which some
see as having correlations with Beckett's own life, so that Company is the closest thing in
the Beckett canon to autobiography. Certainly many of the sections in Company have the
whiff of autobiography, but these are memories mediated, edited, shaped, compressed
and transformed by Samuel Beckett's various voices. For in Company we find a narrator, a
voice, a remembering self, in fact a complex hierarchy of various levels of consciousness
and self-consciousness. Some of the passages are Beckett at his most lyrical, his most
self-indulgently lyrical, one might add, for no sooner is lyricism evoked than it is stamped
out. Ornamental writing is detested by Beckett, yet he can be as poetic in the ecstatic
sense as any other poet. Here is a powerful sequence from Company: the light there was
then. On your back in the dark the light there was then. Sunless cloudless brightness. You
slip away at break of day and climb to your hiding place on the hillside. A nook in the
gorse. East beyond the sea the faint shape of high mountain. Seventy miles away
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according to your Longman. For the third or fourth time in your life. The first time you told
them and were derided. All you had seen was clod. So now you heard it in your heart with
the rest. Back home at nightfall supperless to bed. You lie in the dark and are back in that
light. Straining out from your nest in the gorse with your eyes across the water until they
ache. You close them while you count a hundred. Then open and strain again. Again and
again. Till in the end it is there. Palest blue against the pale sky. You lie in the dark and are
back in that light. Fall asleep in that sunless cloudless light. Sleep till morning light. (20)
This memory sequence is a kind of ecstasy. An everyday sort of ecstasy, perhaps, but
even Beckett's rigorous control of language and his hyper-realist outlook on life cannot
hide the joy in this passage. For there is joy in Beckett's art, though always, as in Thomas
Hardy's fiction, very brief joy, soon smothered by all manner of other concerns. AUTHOR'S
NOTE: The late trilogy of short prose works, the Nohow or Company trilogy, is a beautiful,
lyrical work from Samuel Beckett, which I have explored in I hope is an informative and
insightful manner. I have revised the text throughout, and have also brought the
bibliography and references up-to-date. IN THE DIM VOID CONTENTS 1: Into the
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Darkness: Company 2: What When Words Gone? Beckett and Language 3: In the Zone of
Stones: Ill Seen Ill Said 4: Sometimes in the Light of the Moon: Magic and Ritual in Ill Seen
Ill Said 5: No Words Left: Worstward Ho 6: From Void to Void: Beckett and Philosophy
Illustrations Bibliography

Beckett Versus Beckett

What do Bono, Seinfeld and Apple have in common? Nothing. However, it's the nothing of
Samuel Beckett, which is something. Bold and provocative, Beckett's works and even his
image are a potent force in modern society. Shoes, marketing, baby names--all fall under
his spell. This collection of new essays (one exception) finds him incorporated into virtually
all aspects of popular culture--television, popular fiction, movies, tattoos, even sports--in a
manner that seems to defy classifying. Is it image-making or image-taking? Why is our
culture so obsessed with an obscure Irish writer most people have not read? Each essay
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provides a unique appraisal of Beckett's branding.

Mercier und Camier

Combining creative and critical responses from some of today's most progressive and
innovative novelists, critics, and theorists, Fiction's Present adventurously engages the
aesthetic, political, philosophical, and cultural dimensions of contemporary fiction. By
juxtaposing scholarly articles with essays by practicing novelists, the book takes up not
only the current state of literature and its criticism but also connections between
contemporary philosophy and contemporary fiction. In doing so, the contributors aim to
provoke further discussion of the present inflection of fiction—a present that can be seen
as Janus-faced, looking both forward to the novel's radically changed, political, economic,
and technological circumstances, and back to its history of achievements and problems.
Editors R. M. Berry and Jeffrey R. Di Leo contend that examinations of fiction's present are
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most informative not when they defend philosophical distinctions or develop literary
classifications, but when they grapple with elusive topics such as the meaning of a
narrative present or the relation of fiction's medium to its representations of context. As the
essays reveal, this process, when pursued diligently, breaks down traditional divisions of
academic and intellectual labor, compelling the fiction writer to become more philosophical
and the theorist to become more imaginative. The value of this book is not in the
exhaustiveness of its treatment, but rather in the seriousness of the criticism it incites. The
present materializes in quarrel, and it is toward such a beginning that the writings in
Fiction's Present work.

Fiction's Present

This book searches for the 'Beckettian' impulse in Irish literature by tracing Beckett's
legacy through a selection of contemporary writers.
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Canis Modernis

This volume constitutes a collection of over 40 articles selected from contributions to the
Sydney Symposium of January 2003 that - as a part of an International Sydney Festival -
was one of the major events related to Samuel Beckett of the last decade. The three
sections of the book reflect the most vibrant fields of research in Beckett studies today:
Intertextuality and Theory, Philosophy and Theory and Textual Genesis, Contextual
Genesis and Language. Scholars from all over the world participating in this collection
testify to the durable and universal nature of interest in Beckett's work.

Handbook of the English Novel of the Twentieth and Twenty-First
Centuries

Presents a series of critical essays discussing the structure, themes, and subject matter of
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Samuel Beckett's Waiting for Godot.

Worstward Ho

Beckett's first 'literary landmark' ( St Petersburg Times) is a wonderfully savoury
introduction to the Nobel Prize-winning author. Written in 1932, when the twenty-six-year-
old Beckett was struggling to make ends meet, the novel offers a rare and revealing
portrait of the artist as a young man. When submitted to several publishers, all of them
found it too literary, too scandalous or too risky; it was only published posthumously in
1992. As the story begins, Belacqua - a young version of Molloy, whose love is divided
between two women, Smeraldina-Rima and the little Alba - 'wrestles with his lusts and
learning across vocabularies and continents, before a final \"relapse into Dublin\"' ( New
Yorker). Youthfully exuberant and Joycean in tone, Dream is a work of extraordinary
virtuosity.
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On (Writing) Families

Wilson and Dufrene help readers foster the flexibility they need to keep from succumbing
to the avoidable forces of anxiety, and open themselves to the often uncomfortable
complexities and possibilities of life.

Waiting for Godot - Samuel Beckett, New Edition

The Affects, Cognition, and Politics of Samuel Beckett’s Postwar Drama and Fiction:
Revolutionary and Evolutionary Paradoxes theorizes the revolutionary and evolutionary
import of Beckett’s works in a global context defined by increasingly ubiquitous and
insidious mechanisms of capture, exploitation, and repression, alongside unprecedented
demands for high-volume information-processing and connectivity. Part I shows that, in
generating consistent flows of solidarity-based angry laughter, Beckett’s works sabotage
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coercive couplings of the subject to social machines by translating subordination and
repression into processes rather than data of experience. Through an examination of
Beckett’s attack on gender/ class-related normative injunctions, the book shows that
Beckett’s works can generate solidarity and action-oriented affects in readers/ spectators
regardless of their training in textual analysis. Part II proposes that Beckett’s works can
weaken the cognitive dominance of constrictive “frames” in readers/ audiences, so that
toxic ideological formations such as the association of safety and comfort with simplicity
and “sameness” are rejected and more complex cognitive operations are welcomed
instead—a process that bolsters the mind’s ability to operate at ease with increasingly
complex, malleable, extensible, and inclusive frames, as well as with increasing volumes
of information.

Beckett and Musicality
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Repetition, Difference, and Knowledge dialogues with novels, theatre, philosophy, and
literary theory in order to explore how three thinkers - Samuel Beckett, Jacques Derrida,
and Gilles Deleuze - employ repetition as a means with which to radically unsettle some of
the most fundamental notions of the human experience (among them, time, presence,
originality, and being). Due to its interdisciplinary scope and its focus on repetition as an
epistemological concept, this book will attract a broad audience of academic specialists
across the humanities from the fields of literary criticism, philosophy, French studies, and
poststructural studies. Its simplicity of style, deliberate avoidance of complex jargon, and
clarity of argument - particularly when dealing with complicated theoretical ideas and texts
- also makes it an invaluable tool for use in both graduate- and undergraduate-level
literature and philosophy courses. Repetition, Difference, and Knowledge provides
experienced and beginning scholars alike with greater insight into the works of Beckett,
Derrida, and Deleuze and into the role that repetition has played and continues to play in
determining how we read our world and come to meaning.
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IN THE DIM VOID

Written in Roussillon during World War Two, while Samuel Beckett was hiding from the
Gestapo, Watt was first published in 1953. Beckett acknowledged that this comic novel
unlike any other 'has its place in the series' - those masterpieces running from Murphy to
the Trilogy, Waiting for Godot and beyond. It shares their sense of a world in crisis, their
profound awareness of the paradoxes of being, and their distrust of the rational universe.
Watt tells the tale of Mr Knott's servant and his attempts to get to know his master. Watt's
mistake is to derive the essence of his master from the accidentals of his being, and his
painstakingly logical attempts to 'know' ultimately consign him to the asylum. Itself a
critique of error, Watt has previously appeared in editions that are littered with mistakes,
both major and minor. The new Faber edition offers for the first time a corrected text based
on a scholarly appraisal of the manuscripts and textual history.
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Nohow on

The three pieces that comprise this volume are among the most delicate and disquieting of
Samuel Beckett's later prose. Each confined to a single consciousness in a closed space,
these stories are a testament to the mind's boundless expanse. In Company , a man-\"one
on his back in the dark\"-hears a voice speak to him, describing significant moments from
his lifetime, and yet these memories may be merely fables and figments invented for the
sake of companionship. Ill Seen Ill Said tells of a solitary old woman who paces around a
cabin, burdened by existence itself. And Worstword Ho explores a world devoid of
rationality and purpose, containing the famous directive: \"Try again. Fail Again. Fail
Better.\" The quintessential distillation of Beckett's philosophy on human existence and the
ultimate example of his minimalist approach to fiction, Nohow On is a vital collection,
concerned with conception and perception, memory and imagination.
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The Self-deceiving Muse

To commemorate the centenary of the birth of Samuel Beckett, this book, containing
essays by leading international scholars, rethinks traditional critical assumptions, readings,
and theories concerning the Beckett canon, and reassesses his impact on the modern
imagination and legacy to future generations.

The Essentialist Villain

George Eliot wrote that \"man cannot do without the make-believe of a beginning.\"
Beginnings, it turns out, can be quite unusual, complex, and deceptive. The first major
volume to focus on this critical but neglected topic, this collection brings together
theoretical studies and critical analyses of beginnings in a wide range of narrative works
spanning several centuries and genres. The international and interdisciplinary scope of
these essays, representing every major theoretical perspective--including feminist,
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cognitive, postcolonial, postmodern, rhetorical, ethnic, narratological, and hypert.

Things Might Go Terribly, Horribly Wrong

An exploration of three of the most brilliant American novelists and their country's myths,
dreams, outrages, innocence, and heartbreak.

Beckett and Contemporary Irish Writing

Becket Sans Frontières

Bygone Utopias and Farm Protest in the Rural Midwest

An urgent and provocative account of the modern ‘militant’, a transformative figure at the
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front line of emancipatory politics. Around the world, recent events have seen the creation
of a radical phalanx comprising students, the young, workers and immigrants. It is Badiou’s
contention that the politics of such militants should condition the tasks of philosophy, even
as philosophy clarifies the truth of our political condition. To resolve the conflicts between
politics, philosophy and democracy, Badiou argues for a resurgent communism – returning
to the original call for universal emancipation and organizing for militant struggle.

Dream of Fair to Middling Women

Samuel Beckett and Pain is a collection of ten essays which explores the theme of pain in
Beckett’s works. Experiencing both physical and psychological pain in the course of his
life, Beckett found suffering in human life inevitable, accepted it as a source of inspiration
in his writings, and probed it to gain deeper insight into the difficult and emotionally
demanding processes of artistic creation, practice and performance. Acknowledging the
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recent developments in the study of pain in literature and culture, this volume explores
various aspects of pain in Beckett’s works, a subject which has been heretofore only
sporadically noted. The topics discussed include Beckett’s aesthetics and pain, pain as
loss and trauma, pain in relation to palliation, pain at the experience of the limit, pain as
archive, and pain as part of everyday life and language. This volume is characterized by its
plural, interdisciplinary perspectives covering the fields of literature, theatre, art,
philosophy, and psychoanalysis. By suggesting more diverse paths in Beckett studies, the
authors hope to make a lasting contribution to contemporary literary studies and other
relevant fields.

The Aesthetics of Failure

Explores the hidden political and ethical dimensions of the work of Samuel Beckett, an
author who might otherwise be considered indifferent to such considerations.
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The New Samuel Beckett Studies

The first book-length study of Bersani\u0092s work, tracing the unfolding of his onto-
ethics/aesthetics amidst numerous literary, artistic, and philosophical influences. Since his
first publications in the late 1950s, Leo Bersani\u0092s work has influenced numerous
scholarly fields, from studies of French modernism and realist fiction to psychoanalytic
criticism and film theory. It has occasionally helped precipitate the emergence of new
disciplinary fields, such as queer theory in the late 1980s. The Essentialist Villain is the first
book-length study of this impressively rich oeuvre. Mikko Tuhkanen tracks the unfolding of
Bersani\u0092s onto-ethics/aesthetics, paying particular attention to his persistent
references to \u0093essence,\u0094 a concept central to classical speculative philosophy,
which has fallen into distinct disfavor since the emergence of deconstructive thought.
Because of his early influences\u0097particularly Gilles Deleuze\u0092s
philosophy\u0097Bersani remains an ontologist through decades when deconstruction
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seems to have all but disallowed any thought of being. Tuhkanen also locates
Bersani\u0092s thought amidst numerous literary, artistic, and philosophical interlocutors,
including Deleuze, Freud, Proust, Laplanche, Beckett, Baudelaire, Genet, Leibniz, and
others. \u0093This very impressive book provides a full-scale assessment of Leo
Bersani\u0092s half-century of thinking and writing, at the same time as it offers a
reassessment of our contemporary critical landscape. It is rare that a book on a single
thinker can do that, but Tuhkanen has accomplished a tremendous amount of intellectual
work here. A brilliant book on a brilliant thinker. I learned a great deal from it and
recommend it highly.\u0094 \u0097 Tim Dean, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
\u0093The Essentialist Villain offers a wonderfully original and convincing assessment of
the speculative power of Leo Bersani\u0092s oeuvre. Identifying a \u0091homo-
monadology\u0092 at its core, Tuhkanen details the complex and shifting role sameness
has played throughout. By situating him at the proper onto-aesthetic level of his thought,
this study positions Bersani among the leading independent thinkers of our era.\u0094
\u0097 Joan Copjec, Brown University Mikko Tuhkanen is Associate Professor of English

Nohow On Company Ill Seen Ill Said Worstward Ho Three Novels

Nohow On Company Ill Seen Ill Said Worstward Ho Three Novels
23



at Texas A&M University. His books include Leo Bersani: Queer Theory and Beyond;
Queer Times, Queer Becomings (coedited with E. L. McCallum); and The American Optic:
Psychoanalysis, Critical Race Theory, and Richard Wright, all published by SUNY Press.

Repetition, Difference, and Knowledge in the Work of Samuel Beckett,
Jacques Derrida, and Gilles Deleuze

SBT/A 19 features selected papers from the Borderless Beckett / Beckett sans frontières
Symposium held in Tokyo at Waseda University in 2006. The essays penned by eminent
and young scholars from around the world examine the many ways Beckett's art crosses
borders: coupling reality and dream, life and death, as in Japanese Noh drama, or
transgressing distinctions between limits and limitlessness; humans, animals, virtual
bodies, and stones; French and English; words and silence; and the received frameworks
of philosophy and aesthetics. The highlight of the volume is the contribution by Nobel

Nohow On Company Ill Seen Ill Said Worstward Ho Three Novels

Nohow On Company Ill Seen Ill Said Worstward Ho Three Novels
24



Laureate J. M. Coetzee, the special guest of the Symposium. His article entitled \"Eight
Ways of Looking at Samuel Beckett\" introduces a variety of novel approaches to Beckett,
ranging from a comparative analysis of his work and Melville's Moby Dick to a biographical
observation concerning Beckett's application for a lectureship at a South African university.
Other highlights include innovative essays by the plenary speakers and panelists - Enoch
Brater, Mary Bryden, Bruno Clément, Steven Connor, S. E. Gontarski, Evelyne Grossman,
and Angela Moorjani - and an illuminating section on Beckett's television dramas. The
Borderless Beckett volume renews our awareness of the admirable quality and wide range
of approaches that characterize Beckett studies.

Joseph Conrad

\"Focuses on the phenomenon of self-deception, and proposes a radical revision of our
commonplace understanding of it as a token of irrationality. Argues that self-deception can
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illuminate the rationalistic functions of character\"--Provided by publisher.

Watt

Herman Melville?s Bartleby, asked to account for himself, ?would prefer not to.? Tongue-
tied Billy Budd, urged to defend his innocence, responds with a murderous blow. The
Bavard, by Louis-Renä des For?ts, concerns a man whose power to speak is replaced by
an inability to shut up. In these and other literary examples a call for speech throws the
possibility of speaking into doubt. What Is There to Say? uses the ideas of Maurice
Blanchot to clarify puzzling works by Melville, des For?ts, and Beckett. Ann Smock's
energetic readings of texts about talking, listening, and recording cast an equally welcome
light on Blanchot?s paradoxical thought.
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Philosophy for Militants

In recent years, schools have started introducing more inclusive syllabi emphasizing the
works and ideas of previously overlooked or underrepresented writers. Readers of all ages
can now explore the rich contributions of writers from around the world. These writers have
various backgrounds, and unlike most writers from the U.S. or the United Kingdom,
information on them in English can be difficult to find. Encyclopedia of World Writers: 1800
to the Present covers the most important writers outside of the U.S., Britain, and Ireland
since 1800. More than 330 insightful, A-to-Z entries profile novelists, poets, dramatists,
and short-story writers whose works are anthologized in textbooks or assigned in high
school English classes. Entries range in length from 200 to 1,000 words each and include
a biographical sketch, synopses of major works, and a brief bibliography. Dozens of
entries are new to this edition and many existing entries have been updated and
significantly expanded with new \"Critical Analysis\" sections. Coverage includes: Chinua
Achebe Margaret Atwood Roberto Bolaño Albert Camus Khalid Hosseini Victor Hugo
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Mohammad Iqbal Franz Kafka Stieg Larsson Mario Vargas Llosa Naghib Mahfouz Gabriel
García Márquez Kenzaburo Oe Marcel Proust Leo Tolstoy Emile Zola and more.

Sorrow's Rigging

Discusses the most recent advances in the Beckett field and the new methods used to
approach it.

Nohow on

Collected here in one volume, Samuel Beckett's three novels, which are among the most
beautiful and disquieting of his later prose works, come together with the powerful
resonance of his famous Three Novels Molloy, Malone Dies, The Unnamable. In
Company, a voice comes to one on his back in the dark and speaks to him, describing
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significant moments in life, and yet we are told it is all a fable, memories or figments
devised or imagined for the sake of company. Ill Seen Ill Said focuses attention on an old
woman in a cabin who is part of the objects, landscape, rhythms, and movements of an
incomprehensible universe. And in Worstward Ho, Beckett explores a tentative, uncertain
existence in a world devoid of rational meaning and purpose. Here is language pared
down to its most expressive, confirming Beckett's position as one of the great writers of our
time.

Beckett in Popular Culture

Squarely challenging a culture obsessed with success, an acclaimed philosopher argues
that failure is vital to a life well lived, curing us of arrogance and self-deception and
engendering humility instead. Our obsession with success is hard to overlook. Everywhere
we compete, rank, and measure. Yet this relentless drive to be the best blinds us to
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something vitally important: the need to be humble in the face of life’s challenges. Costica
Bradatan mounts his case for failure through the stories of four historical figures who led
lives of impact and meaning—and assiduously courted failure. Their struggles show that
engaging with our limitations can be not just therapeutic but transformative. In Praise of
Failure explores several arenas of failure, from the social and political to the spiritual and
biological. It begins by examining the defiant choices of the French mystic Simone Weil,
who, in sympathy with exploited workers, took up factory jobs that her frail body could not
sustain. From there we turn to Mahatma Gandhi, whose punishing quest for purity drove
him to ever more extreme acts of self-abnegation. Next we meet the self-styled loser E. M.
Cioran, who deliberately turned his back on social acceptability, and Yukio Mishima, who
reveled in a distinctly Japanese preoccupation with the noble failure, before looking to
Seneca to tease out the ingredients of a good life. Gleefully breaching the boundaries
between argument and storytelling, scholarship and spiritual quest, Bradatan concludes
that while success can make us shallow, our failures can lead us to humbler, more
attentive, and better lived lives. We can do without success, but we are much poorer
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without the gifts of failure.

Narrative Beginnings

Discussion concerning the ’musicality’ of Samuel Beckett’s writing now constitutes a
familiar critical trope in Beckett Studies, one that continues to be informed by the still-
emerging evidence of Beckett’s engagement with music throughout his personal and
literary life, and by the ongoing interest of musicians in Beckett’s work. In Beckett’s drama
and prose writings, the relationship with music plays out in implicit and explicit ways.
Several of his works incorporate canonical music by composers such as Schubert and
Beethoven. Other works integrate music as a compositional element, in dialogue or
tension with text and image, while others adopt rhythm, repetition and pause to the extent
that the texts themselves appear to be ’scored’. But what, precisely, does it mean to say
that a piece of prose or writing for theatre, radio or screen, is ’musical’? The essays
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included in this book explore a number of ways in which Beckett’s writings engage with
and are engaged by musicality, discussing familiar and less familiar works by Beckett in
detail. Ranging from the scholarly to the personal in their respective modes of response,
and informed by approaches from performance and musicology, literary studies,
philosophy, musical composition and creative practice, these essays provide a critical
examination of the ways we might comprehend musicality as a definitive and often
overlooked attribute throughout Beckett’s work.

Beckett at 100

Although Beckett scholarship has in recent decades experienced a renaissance as a result
of various poststructuralist approaches that tend to emphasize destabilization and
inexpressibility as the defining features of Beckett’s output, relatively little attention has
been paid to the ethical aspects of his aesthetics of failure. This book fits into that
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renaissance, but draws on a distinct, though rarely addressed, connection that Samuel
Beckett’s work shares with that of Maurice Blanchot and Emmanuel Levinas. It is within
this philosophical context that the significance of Beckett’s aesthetics of failure becomes
most visible. Beckett’s work can be described as one of gradual reduction and
disintegration of language, a stripping away of the tools rendering expression at all
possible for the sake of approaching the inexpressible. Traditional representation yields to
silence and linguistic aporia; language yields to images of absence and emptiness. The
primary purpose of this study is to trace this movement of ‘unwording’ and analyze the role
inexpressibility plays in Beckett’s prose in its visual, linguistic and ethical manifestations,
as the aesthetics of inexpressibility is intrinsically bound with the ethical responsibility of
literature understood as maintaining a relation with alterity.

British Postmodern Fiction
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This collection asks how we are to address the nuclear question in a post-Cold War world.
Rather than a temporary fad, Nuclear Criticism perpetually re-surfaces in theoretical
circles. Given the recent events at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant in Japan, the ripple
of anti-nuclear sentiment the event created, as well as the discursive maneuvers that took
place in the aftermath, we might pause to reflect upon Nuclear Criticism and its place in
contemporary scholarship (and society at-large). Scholars who were active in earlier
expressions of Nuclear Criticism converse with emergent scholars likewise striving to
negotiate the field moving forward. This volume revolves around these dialogic moments
of agreement and departure; refusing the silence of complacency, the authors renew this
conversation while taking it in exciting new directions. As political paradigms shift and
awareness of nuclear issues manifests in alternative forms, the collected essays establish
groundwork for future generations caught in a perpetual struggle with legacies of the
nuclear.
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Engagement and Indifference

The Handbook systematically charts the trajectory of the English novel from its emergence
as the foremost literary genre in the early twentieth century to its early twenty-first century
status of eccentric eminence in new media environments. Systematic chapters address
?The English Novel as a Distinctly Modern Genre?, ?The Novel in the Economy’,
?Genres’, ?Gender’ (performativity, masculinities, feminism, queer), and ?The Burden of
Representation? (class and ethnicity). Extended contextualized close readings of more
than twenty key texts from Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness (1899) to Tom McCarthy’s
Satin Island (2015) supplement the systematic approach and encourage future research
by providing overviews of reception and theoretical perspectives.

What is There to Say?

Au cours des sept années d'existence de notre revue, nous avons pu être témoins d'un
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bon nombre de controverses concernant l'oeuvre de Beckett, que ce soit au sujet des
publications posthumes ou bien par rapport aux représentations de ses pièces. Plus
généralement, il existe aussi quantité de controverses portant sur la genèse et la
transmission de ses textes, ses propres traductions inclus. Enfin, dans la recherche
beckettienne récente, on peut repérer diverses controverses sur les rapports qu'entretient
cette oeuvre avec les perspectives et les stratégies postmodernes entre autres. Nous
publions dans notre 'numéro sept' 31 approches fort variées de cette problématique par
autant de beckettiens chevronnés.

After Beckett

The book reconsiders Joseph Conrad's contribution to modernist art by presenting \" an
alternative to a futurist-inspired modernism that hinges on speed.
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Nohow on

Collected here in one volume, Samuel Beckett's three novels, which are among the most
beautiful and disquieting of his later prose works, come together with the powerful
resonance of his famous Three Novels: Molloy, Malone Dies, The Unnamable. In
Company, a voice comes to ?one on his back in the dark” and speaks to him, describing
significant moments in life, and yet we are told it is all a fable, memories or figments
devised or imagined for the sake of company. Ill Seen Ill Said focuses attention on an old
woman in a cabin who is part of the objects, landscape, rhythms, and movements of an
incomprehensible universe. And in Worstward Ho, Beckett explores a tentative, uncertain
existence in a world devoid of rational meaning and purpose. Here is language pared
down to its most expressive, confirming Beckett's position as one of the great writers of our
time.
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